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Monteleone Castle—also known as Schloss Lebenberg—
o Adige’s attractions. Elegant white wines

9 ARISTA 2009 Two Birds Pinot Noir |
(Russian River Valley).

All kinds of fantastic things swirl together in this |
complex, intricate Pinot Noir, but it's too young to
touch for a while. The '09 vintage was a great one
for Arista's Pinots, and this bottling is their best,
small-production blend of four vineyards. Purists
will object that it's a little too forward in sweet fruit,
but the raspberries and cherries have interesting |
cola and mushroom complexities that sing of the |
soil, while lots of new oak adds rich layers of toast.
Beautiful, but needs 4-5 years to begin to come
around. Cellar Selections. -S.H.

abv: 14.2% Price: $68 [k
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